
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ARBORICULTURAL REPORT 

SITE 

124 Green Lane, Quidenham, Norfolk 
 
 

CLIENT 
 

Mr K Anders & Ms N Huggins 
 
 
 
 
 

Prepared by 

Philippa Roberts 
FdSc, M Arbor A 

 
 
 

DATE:  7th August 2021 
OUR REF: RA801 

 



RA801 Page 2 of 11 124 Green Lane, Quidenham 

Introduction 

 

1.1 Brief:  Roberts Arboriculture Limited have been instructed by the property owners, Mr 

K Anders & Ms N Huggins, to carry out an inspection of a honey locust tree at 124 

Green Lane, Quidenham, Norfolk, following the issue of a Tree Preservation Order 

(TPO). 

1.2 Scope of report:  This report covers the honey locus tree located to the site and rear 

of the property, and provides details in relation to; 

• Tree condition, health and previous management. 

• An assessment of the suitability of the tree for inclusion within a TPO, including a 

TEMPO (tree evaluation method for preservation orders) evaluation. 

• Recommendations in relation to health and safety, resident concerns and good 

arboricultural practice. 

1.3 Legal Constraints: Breckland District Council have issued a TPO, currently on a 

provisional basis, TPO/2021/10.  A TPO places a legal duty to gain consent from the 

Local Planning Authority (LPA), before carrying out work to a tree specified within 

that Order.  There are certain exemptions to this requirement, such as the removal of 

dead branches, but 5 days written notice of such works still needs to be made to the 

local planning authority.  The LPA have up to 8 weeks to make a decision in relation 

to TPO applications. 

1.3.1 The property is also located within the Quidenham Conservation Area.  There is a legal 

requirement to provide the LPA with six weeks’ notice of any intended tree works 

(known as a section 211 notice).  It was a section 211 notice which led to the issue of 

the above TPO. 
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2.0 Site Survey and Observations 

Site setting 

2.1 A site visit and inspection of the tree was carried out on 4th August 2021, when the 

weather conditions were dry and sunny. 

2.2 The tree is located along the western side of the cottage, towards the rear garden.  It is 

located within a slightly raised bed, 2.6m from the western elevation of the dwelling. 

There is a drainage run to the sceptic tank which extends beneath the path between 

the tree and the western elevation of the cottage.  This run was not inspected as part of 

the site visit, and no formal investigations are known to have been carried out within 

the past 12 months. 

2.3 There is damage to the low brick retaining wall surrounding the raised bed, and lifting 

of the paving within the path along the side of the house, within the small patio area to 

the south of the tree, and significant disruption to the steps leading to the raised patio.  

The damage to these hard surfaces and low-rise structures is typical of that associated 

with tree root activity. 

Tree condition 

2.4 The tree is a honey locust (Gleditsia triacanthos), and not a false acacia (Robinia 

pseudoacacia) as identified within the TPO document.  It is an early-mature specimen, 

with a DBH (diameter at breast height, 1.5m) of 330mm, and a crown spread of 5.5-6m.  

The lower crown on the eastern aspect has been previously pruned back to prevent 

conflict with the side of the cottage, but has vigorously regrown, and is making contact 

again.  The remainder of the eastern crown extends over the roof of the cottage, and is 

making contact with the structure. 

2.5 The main stem is sound, with no indication of internal decay, with a v shape union at 

approximately 2m.  Previous ivy up the stem has been severed, and has subsequently 

died off.  There are some small stubs from lower branch removals, but no indication of 

dysfunction extending into the main stem.  The crown contains some minor deadwood, 

and some crossing, rubbing branches.  Overall, the tree is in reasonable condition, with 

no major defect. 
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Phot 1 – Tree viewed from the south showing conflict of branches with the cottage 
 

 
Phot 2 – Tree viewed from beneath, slightly north, showing conflict with cottage 
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Suitability for inclusion within a TPO 

2.7 An assessment of the tree was carried out using TEMPO (Tree Evaluation Method for 

Preservation Orders), see appendix 2 for survey data sheet.  The tree scored a ‘0’ 

within part 1 of the assessment, and therefore could not gain additional points within 

part 2, with a total score of 8.  The tree therefore does not merit inclusion within a TPO. 

2.8 The tree is in reasonable condition, has a sufficient level of public amenity, and has 

been demonstrated to be under threat, in respect to the S211 notice.  However, its 

proximity to the cottage is the overriding factor which precludes it from formal 

protection under a TPO.  The tree is only an early mature specimen, so still has a 

significant degree of future growth potential.  It is already conflicting with the cottage, 

previous work suggests it has been for a while, and this will only worsen over time. 

2.9 The tree is not a large, especially prominent tree, or even a particularly good example 

of its species.  Although it is unfortunate to lose any healthy tree pre-maturely, the loss 

of this particular tree will not significantly impact the amenity value to the surrounding 

area, or be particularly noticeable. 
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3.0 Discussion  

3.1 The tree has been pruned back from the cottage previously, and has responded with 

vigorous re-growth.  The eastern aspect of the crown currently extends over the roof of 

the cottage by 2.5-3m, and is making contact at a number of points.  There is a risk, 

therefore, of damage occurring to the structure from the overhanging branches during 

windy conditions. 

3.2 Pruning works to provide a suitable separation from the eastern crown spread and the 

cottage, will be heavy and repetitive.  This will be damaging to the tree and 

economically unjust for the property owners. 

3.3 Repairs to the surfaces and low-rise structures around the tree, may lead to further 

impact to the tree.  Even if works are carried out very carefully, damage can still occur 

to the roots.  It is also unclear whether the tree is utilising any of these structures for 

support.  The theory of an ‘axiom of uniform stress’ (Mattheck & Breloer, 1994), 

suggests that trees can utilise external structures, as well as making internal 

adjustments through the production of new wood, when optimising their structural 

integrity. 

3.4 Challenging the making of a TPO, besides raising objections, is not straight forward, as 

there is no formal system of appeal.  Any such challenge would have to be made 

through the courts which can be a lengthy and expensive process.  There is however a 

route of appeal against refusal of work applications, and conditions attached to 

consent.  These are made through the Planning Inspectorate, so are separate from any 

council appeals system, and are free of charge.  

 

4.0 Conclusions and Recommendations 

4.1 The tree is in reasonable condition, has a moderate degree of public amenity, but is not 

an exceptional example of its species, and there are a number of higher quality trees in 

the immediate vicinity.  However, it is its proximity to the grade II listed building that 

makes it so inappropriate for inclusion within a TPO. 
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4.2 The eastern portion of the crown is already conflicting with the cottage, and in particular 

is resting on the roof.  The tree has previously been pruned away, but has responded 

with vigorous re-growth, so pruning to retain a suitable separation is likely to be 

continuous. 

4.3 The tree is relatively young and still has a reasonable degree of growth potential as it 

matures.  The level of pruning, to maintain a suitable separation, will also increase as 

the tree matures.  The increasing level of pruning and the repetitive nature, will impact 

the tree, both physically and aesthetically, to an unacceptable level, and so is not a 

sustainable solution. 

4.4 It is recommended that objections are raised to the making of the TPO, as the tree is 

not deemed to meet all necessary criteria, and is not suitable for long-term retention in 

its location. 

4.5 It is further recommended that separate tree work applications are made, in the 

meantime, to prevent damage occurring to the cottage by the conflicting branches, and 

to further challenge the TPO, with a formal option of appeal, should it be unsuccessful. 
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Appendix One – Location Plan 

 

Aerial view of the subject tree, also showing other significant trees within the immediate area 
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Appendix Two –TEMPO Data Sheet  
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Appendix Three – Caveats and Terms of Reference 

 

• No internal diagnostic equipment was used other than a sounding mallet and probe. 

• The survey is concerned solely with arboricultural issues. 

• Any work with trees will discharge the due diligence requirements of all relevant wildlife 

and countryside legislation.   

• Trees are dynamic living organisms whose health and condition can change rapidly.  

Any changes to the tree or conditions close to the tree may change the stability and 

condition of the tree and a further examination would be required and may affect the 

validity of this report. 

• This report is valid for 12 months. 

• Only the tree listed in this report has been examined.   

 

 

Limitation of Service 
 

Unless specifically instructed by the employer in writing the services carried out by the 

consultant in relation to mortgage and mortgage assurance assessments or any other survey 

shall be of a preliminary nature of the trees, soils and any other factors. The consultant shall not 

take soil/root samples for analysis and all inspections shall be done from ground level. No 

reliance shall be placed on any comment given by the consultant in respect of the structural 

integrity of any main structure or drainage system located on the premises to which the services 

relate and the employer is advised that where man- made structures are involved it may well be 

necessary to obtain expert engineering geotechnical or services expertise. 

 

 

 


